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Members of Dr. Scott Douthat's Advanced Social Problems researched Portsmouth's challenges and offer ideas for solutions to the community.

After examining challenges facing Portsmouth, researchers told the
energized Celebration of Scholarship audience that this city on the
Ohio River needs a wake-up call. The town needs revitalized into
being the "All-American City" it once was 33 years ago student
researchers reported.
Dr. Scott Douthat, an Associate Professor of Sociology, mentored students on research about the current economic and social problems of poverty, education, drugs,
crime and the need for beautification in Portsmouth. In December, Douthat and the students met with Mayor David Malone and city officials and proposed several solutions
to these problems. The city has actually implemented several changes.
Portsmouth founded in 1803 became a very popular river city. WWII provided a
huge economic boom for the area but, shortly after 1979 all of the industries started to
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disappeared (A-Plant, Mitchell Lace, and Detroit Steel Mill). Researcher Christy Anderson said the skeleton of a once booming Appalachian city is now facing a 35. 7 percent
J)OYl'lty rate which according to the 2011 U.S. census is almost double the state average.
As a result, the city faces many problems that stem from poverty. The area's economic
development bas been put on hold. Researcher Tera Howanl reported that the average income is $22,270 which is below the state average of $40,000 with an unemployment rate
of 11.8 percent Overall, the city of Portsmouth is in a depression the students reported.
The crime rate and drug abuse is extremely high for a small, river city. Portsmouth
was ranked the 69th most dangerous city in the U.S. and according-ts.the.FBI Uniform
Crime Report was ranked 10th in the nation. Researcher Justin Teufel said that the city
is facing a drug addiction epidemic with the second highest death rate from accidental drug overdose in 2009. This substance abuse problem has gotten attention of the
national media which further erodes the image of Portsmouth. Also, Portsmouth has
been recently featured on Doctor Oz, CBS news, NPR, New York Times and National
Geographic all focusing on the drug problems of the area. Poverty leads to substance
CONTINUED PAGE 5

Alternative Spring Break
SSU students embraced in a fantastic
opportunity of giving back to others

AMvsALVATORE.

CHRONICLE EDITOR
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Students volunteered to go to Orlando to participate in the Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida.
PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

What did you experience or endeavor over spring break?
While many of you went to the beach to soak up the sun
and have a few cocktails seventeen Shawnee State students
volunteered to go to Orlando, FL to work with a private,
nonprofit organization, Second Harvest Food Bank, that
collects and distributes donated food to more than 500 nonprofit partner agencies in six Central Florida counties. In
2009, over 700,000 people in the United States received
food assistance through Second Harvest. This is a dramatic
increase of 152% from 2006.
Throughout the week, the volunteers sorted a total of 87,000 pounds of
food which provided 43,448 meals to be distributed to partner agencies.
Working in assembly line style throughout the warehouse, workers sorted
dented and expired food out of the mix. Food distributors and manufacturers
donate products that do not meet precise industry standanls due to labeling
errors, overruns, discontinuance or quality control mistakes.
"The volunteers worked a total of twenty-four hours throughout the week
and at a minimum wage of $7.70 an hour that is worth $3,326.40," said Nikki
Karabinis, Coordinator Center for Community Service.
According to the Census, in 2008, 39.8 million people (13.2%) were living in poverty. The federal government definition of poverty is considered an
annual income of $22,050 for a family of four. That annual income number
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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Student government election results
ZACK BURTON
STAFF REPORTER

During the week of March 19, the student body selected five new members to serve on the Student Government
Association (SGA) executive board: Aubry Fowler (President), Andrew Dickson (Vice President), Justin Wilson
(Treasurer), Wade Beachy (Secretary), and Hannah Davis (Inter-Club Council Chair).
After a heated election (several of the winners triumphed by margins of 20 percent or less), six candidates
went down and five rose to the top. The five winners are
as follows:
Hannah Davis, the new ICC Chair, is a junior majoring in respiratory therapy. An effective ICC Chair needs
a well-rounded understanding of the clubs on campus,
and as president of the Student Respiratory Therapy
Organization, co-vice president of the Student Programming Board, and Head Orientation Coordinator, Davis
has plenty of experience. She sees the SGA as a way
for students to get their voice heard and hopes to get
the ICC Chair more involved in individual clubs and
organizations.
Wade Beachy will fill the secretary position. Currently a junior majoring in Social Studies Adolescent to
Young Adult (AYA) education, Beachy participates in

Justin Wilson, Treasurer

Aubry Fowler, President

SGA, Tau Kappa Epsilon, Student Programming Board,
Actors Anonymous, and is a Resident Advisor. To him,
student government is an opportunity for students to
bring their issues to people who care and will make an
effort to address university problems. As Secretary, he
hopes to boost SGA's recognition as a key player in campus issues, create a more unified Congress, and make
sure things run smoothly.
Justin Wtlson, the 2011-2012 treasurer, has been
reelected. He is a member of numerous clubs and organizations including Tau Kappa Epsilon, Association of
Greek Life, Chernisny Club, and Barbecue Club. Wtlson,
a junior majoring in Chernisny, hopes to maintain SGA's
reputation as a chance for students to voice their opinion
and hopes to establish a "Student Advocacy Program" to
aid students going through judicial processes. Also, he
plans to revise the current funding plan for SGA.

Hannah Davis, ICC Chair

Andrew Dickson, a member of Tau Kappa Epsilon,
Association of Greek Life, and Barbecue Club, is a Junior International Relations major and next year's Vice
President. He is also interested in establishing a Student
Advocacy Program.
Next year's President will be Aubry Fowler, previously
SGA vice president A senior biology major, she has participated in Delta Phi Epsilon, Association of Greek Life,
and Women and Gender Advocacy Center. "I feel honored
to be involved in something that creates positive change
in the university and the student body," she says. As president, she wants to better integrate clubs and help students
better understand the scope of student government's influence. To her, student government helps students have the
best, most successful college

Wade Beachy, Secretary

Andrew Dickson, Vice Presiden

Column

Cell phone and social
networks affecting
our education

JORDAN MAIER

You see it everywhere. People texting and talking on the phone no matter what they are doing. Maybe it gets to a point where it distracts us on the important things in life. It seems to be
hard to concentrate or pay attention when looking at a cell phone or holding it up to your ear.
Walk around any college campus and count the number of students and faculty you see on a cell phone. The
majority of people you see will have some sort of involvement with their phone whether it is texting, talking,
playing music, or social networking.
After having experience on multiple college campuses, it seems to be getting out of control. Students are
texting and social networking in their classes which distributes their attention to less important subjects.
Colleges and Universities might soon hit a breaking
point and ban all cell phone uses in classrooms. It is already starting to happen as professors are including their
personal rule on cell phone usage in their syllabus.
There is a positive with cell phones and social networking. That positive is the efficiency in communication

between multiple people in a fast way. It could help with
emergency situations and important infonnation that is
highly important to communicate.
It seems students are abusing their uses of the advanced technology. It is understandable if there is an
emergency situation a student is involved in, to use their
cell phones. But communicating with peers about the
upcoming night or what happened last weekend seems
to be the issue.
There are exceptions when students and succeed in the
classroom while multitasking, but on average, the mind
is concentrated on one thing at a time. It is challenging
to hear what the professor is saying when you're concentrating on touch screen.

SSU TriBeta
students come
Saturday, March 24, several of Shawnee's biology students traveled all the way to Purdue University to put their
research to the test at the Beta Beta Beta Northeast District
4 Convention. Of the students who went, five would place:
Camron Clark, Jeff Ringiesn, Harrison Andry, Zach Baird,
and Corey Johnson.
Beta Beta Beta (or TriBeta) is a national biological honor society dedicated to promoting undergraduate research in the biological sciences. Shawnee
State's TriBeta students, as part of District 4, were competing against students from three other states: Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan.
Out of the Organismal Biology Division, Camron Clark won third place
with his presentation entitled "Taking the bait: intercepting cucurbit pests
using kairomonial serniochemicals for use in a narrow spectrum biorational
management plan." His research examined a method of "trap-cropping" that
aids organic food production.
Jeff Ringiesn and Harrison Andry, out of the Molecular Biology Division,
won third place for their presentation on "Insertional Inactivation of a Bordetella bronchiseptica Gene Increases Attachment to Canine and PRocine
Respitatory Cells in vitro."
Finally, Zach Baird and Corey Johnson won second place in the Molecular Biology Division for their presentation on "Investigating the
Existence of a Co-biofilm of Streptococcus mutans and Candida albicans
in dental plaque."
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Knowledge
•
1s power

Shawnee shines
during Celebration of
Scholarship presentations
AMY SALVATORE

Editorial

Shawnee State University shines with
establishing a strong history of undergraduate research. The 8th Celebration of
Scholarship held last week saw more than
200 students present in-depth research. It is
important for us to increase awareness on
campus of what scholarly research is and
how undergraduates can get involved and
be actively engaged in their intellectual
growth. This is one of the most important
academic events on our campus, and its
purpose is to celebrate the achievements of
our students in both the arts and academics.
The event showcases student research and
provides the opportunity to present their
work to both a faculty and student audience.
As a student body we should be taking advantage of
this tremendous opportunity. The Celebration of Scholarship provides fantastic knowledge to the students who
did the research and through the presentations given to
the students and faculty attending. Research does matter
in today's society and as students we should consume a
constant flow of infonnation daily. Knowledge is power,
right?! Potential employers are always looking for more;
therefore the Celebration of Scholarship looks great on

your application/resume to graduate school and other advanced degree programs.
Nowadays an undergraduate degree is the bare minimum requirement. Our parents' generation was able to
get decent paying jobs right out of high school but, that
is not the case anymore. Now we need to be able to market ourselves in the workplace and that is not possible
without a college education. There is always going to be
someone more qualified and experienced than yourself;
so as a student we have to engage in these opportunities
provided by Shawnee State. Any class that upholds a research requirement is eligible for a project.
This event is excellent professional training and of
high caliber experience for students. This type of research allows students to communicate and share their
ideas with one another. We would be ridiculous not
to partake in this event, right? A total of 215 students
participated in this two day event and the number is continuing to grow every year. SSU students are setting the
bar for years to come. Our students are getting recognized for their research and effort put into their material.
As they should be! Just because we are a small university on the Ohio River doesn't mean our students cannot
compare to students at other universities.
The Celebration of Scholarship makes us as a student
look good but, it makes Shawnee State University shine
as well. Organizer Patricia Spradlin and her committee
deserve special thanks for providing such an opportunity.
Our university is one of the few campuses that take part in
this type of undergraduate research conference and it is a
huge honor. The Board of Trustees presented a Trustees'
Award worth $1,000 to a sophomore or junior student participant. Also, the Deans' Awards provide monetary prizes
to outstanding projects and The Clark Memorial Library
has also created a monetary award for outstanding research. In addition, the Gary Gemmer Outstanding Poster
Award worth $100 will be given for the second year in a
row. (With that type of money as prizes we would be fools
as broke college students not to participate in this event?)
However, money is not everything!
This conference has become a tradition on campus and
a unique opportunity for us to celebrate learning. Intellectually, it is refreshing, rewarding and motivating. Stand
up for your school and stand up for yourself! Indulge in
research to better yourself in your career and in your own
personal knowledge. The Celebration of Scholarship is a
full circle event and everyone at Shawnee State should be
jumping into that circle whether you are the presenter or
the listener. The opportunity is right in front of you. Take
it; learn because knowledge is power in today's society!

ZACK BURTON, STAFF REPORTER

For most of us, walking out of Massie Hall is like taking a
dive underwater. Instantly, you're surrounded by a crowd
of 25-foot-rule-disobeying smokers working up a dense
patch of asthma-attack-inducing, cancer-causing fog. Yes,
maybe a thousand doses or so of this won't nearly give us cancer
- but it still isn't fun
After being a part of the Student Government Association's (SGA's) Designated Smoking Area (DSA) committee, I can happily say that such an experience
may soon be a thing of the past. The idea of taking these smoggy groups and
distributing them into a pair, trio, or whole bunch of cute little gazebos is certainly
appealing. And it's not just appealing for me. Numerous surveys undertaken by
the SGA confinn that this idea is massively appealing around campus.
Above all, these DSA's shouldn't just be an appealing idea for non-smokers.
There's got to be some sense of camaraderie in standing around and gradually killing yourself together. All the smokers I've spoken to spend most of
their time chatting, joking, and altogether having fun in their little clusters
of smog. And why shouldn't they be? Like I said, smoking is, deep down,
a shared interest. Camaraderie. Just like writers enjoy writing in groups and
chemists enjoy chemistry in groups, smokers enjoy smoking in groups.
And they ought to have the right to-far, far away from me. When there's
so many bad things already associated with smoking (I don't need to get into
them, do I? I'm pretty sure we can remember them from our middle school
brainwashing days.), it's nothing short of a miracle that smoking is still legal.
However, the fact that it's still legal out in the open, where non-smokers and
their children have to deal with it, is nothing short of blasphemy.
Having been in college-where smokers probably grow on trees-for
just over a semester now, I've been exposed to something called "smoker's
rights." These aren't like women's rights or gay rights. They're fighting for
the rights of people whose sole mission is to light up and spew a toxic, dis-gusting haze for several feet around them.
Isn't that impinging upon my non-smoker's rights? Do I not have the right
to breathe fresh air when I step out of Massie?
I'm not going to put down any "smoker's rights." Sure, you have the right
to smoke, but - as I said before - do it far away from me, my children, and
any other innocent bystanders. That's a part of my rights.
Students: Go do the right thing. Get involved and let the SGA know how
imponant these DSA's really are. Hopefully, after the present sUIYey passes
and SGA writes up a proposal, smokers will have a new place to hang and
non-smokers will have clean air to breathe.

Shawnee State to
fos~!~.!: !!,!e night
0

Imagine having your son, your brother, your nephew, or the neighborhood boy captured at
night and trained in the art of war. A young boy forced to kill those that he loves or be killed.
Imagine your daughter, sister, niece, or the Girl Scout that you buy cookies from being captured and trained in the art of sex. A young girl succumbing to the dark fantasies to those that
will pay enough. Imagine the few people that have the courage and strength to stand up for
what is right having their faces cut, burned and scarred. Imagine being a parent that is at gunpoint by your child, about to lose your life. The nightmares that you can only dream about are
ones that not only haunt the people of Africa at night, but in broad daylight as well.
match the size of a larger city, so covering Portsmouth
should be easily done and with the amount of people we
have, it should be pretty great. The video, although only
thirty minutes long, really gets to you. Congress feels
that Americans have forgotten the issue, so this event is
needed to remind America, and make something happen.
Hopefully people start asking questions."
Isaac brought his girlfriend, Rachael Rideout, on board
after deciding to cover Portsmouth, because of her history
in volunteering and starting programs. Rachael helped
start her school's key club and served as vice president.
"Rachael is a Kiwanian and knows how to get things
done. I knew that she would be good with contacts and
other stuff that would really help make this happen,"
Isaac explained.
"I'm the planner and I'm trying to make sure that
everything gets done. I've done so much community service, that it is a little easier for me to cover the push that
he [Isaac] needs to make the event happen," Rideout said.
Shawnee's Cover the Night will meet in the visitor parking lot, outside the University Center, at 11:00 p.m. They
are going to try to print out the necessary fliers, posters,

J

Smoking areas needed
to control the 'fog'

Column

Joseph Kony, one of the world's worst war criminals,
is the boogeyman made real. He is one of the worst,
because of the nature of his perverse crimes. He isn't
fighting for any right or reason, but to remain in power,
and he does so by using children to get what he wants.
Isaac Duduit, sophomore at Shawnee State University,
watched the KONY2012 video and was moved enough to
make a stand. The video painted a picture of Joseph Kony
and his war, trying to make him famous for all that he has
done. One of the ideas that the thirty-minute documentary
supports is an event that they are calling "Cover the Night".
On April 2Qlh, all over the country, people will be leaving
their homes at night to go out onto the streets and post information everywhere. As people go outside the next day they
will be welcomed by propaganda that spreads awareness of
Joseph Kony, and ultimately spreading awareness. This inspired Duduit to do something to help the invisible children
of Africa that desperately need the aid
"It was my idea to cover the night in Portsmouth. The
campaign talked about how they were going to do the
event and showed the cities involved, and I thought that
it was something we could do here as well. We don't

I

etc., but it would be wise to bring some of your own to
hang as well; there is a lot of Portsmouth to cover. The
facebook event currently has 241 attending and 69 possible attending. They are going to try to cover the highly
visible areas in Portsmouth, and invite everyone to help
them Cover the Night and expose Joseph Kony.
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Alternative spring break

'ci
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Muhammad Adil Salim is sorting through
boxes at the Second Harvest Food Bank.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

seem fairly reachable but, with the shape of the
economy nowadays that income is out of reach
for many, let alone any income at all. Many
individuals will choose to pay bills and health
insurance rather than eat three meals a day or
at least one. This is where Second Harvest and
countless volunteers shine in on thousands of
Americans lives. The organization's mission is
to fight the hunger in today's society.
"The Alternative Spring Break trip was
something I have never done before. It was a
different experience within a different community. The atmosphere was fun and the
community was fantastic! It feels good giving
back and contributing within a community. I
believe as if I am doing my part for the people
who are less fortune," Brittany Rice, Shawnee
State student, said.
The spring break trip was Shawnee State
student, Dot Flanagan's, second time inside
of a food bank. Her first experience was when
she was given a tour of the food bank in Grove
City, Ohio. This time she actually worked inside and participated in the sorting of foods.
"It was awesome! Giving back to the community is kind of like a natural high," Flanagan said.
"I went to a state that I had never even touched
before and the overall experience was amazing."
Many programs rely entirely on volunteers.

For the Second Harvest Food Bank of Central
Florida, 92% of pantries, 79% of kitchens and
72% of shelters use volunteers. All the participants that week, including SSU students, worked
a total of 400 hours. Mindy,Ortiz is the Volunteer
Service Manager at the Second Harvest Food
Bank of Central Florida. According to Ortiz, if
the food bank were to pay someone for what the
volunteers did it would cost them $6,000. Now,
that money can actually be used to provide food.
"The volunteers did a phenomenal job!
They were awesome to work with and we
would love to have them back real soon," Ortiz
stated. "The Shawnee State students definitely
made an impression here at the Second Harvest Food Bank. We never had a group stay
and work with us an entire week. I appreciated
their hard work and dedication."
While the main focus on this trip was on service, students also learned about food security
and about two of the biggest tourist destinations in Florida, Daytona Beach and Orlando.
In addition to volunteering and as a part of
their learning experience, the participants had
the opportunity to visit the following activities:
Tour of Ponce de Leon Lighthouse, Gatorland
and the Daytona International Speedway, free
time in Daytona Flea Market, Disney World
and Sea World.
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Jessica Gordon is sorting through food at the Second Harvest Food Bank.

Brittany Rice is sorting through candy at the Second Harvest Food Bank.

Cancer research George Ella Lyon
BRITTANY BREECH, ENGLISH 1105 WRITER

Leigha Senter, a certified Genetic
Counselor, spoke -on heredity and
cancer during the closing session
for the Celebration of Scholarships
on Fri., March 30. Her line of work
was interesting and her research
helps to determine some causes
and factors in cancer risk. She first
talked about Hereditary Breast and
Ovarian Cancer Syndrome which
is caused by mutations in BRCAl
or BRCA2 genes and increases the
risk for cancer. All of the information she talked about was of great
value to me because I have a family
history of breast, as well as other,
cancer. She also informed us that
people with this gene mutation may
start receiving preventative screenings at an earlier age. Also, there is

a law that protects against insurance
and employment discrimination for
receiving genetic testing and early
preventive screenings. The second
part was about another cancer that
could be caused in families by a
gene mutation. She is,CUITently doing research to determine that. She
showed how they tested the families, what type of information they
get from the tests, and how it shows
whether or not there is a gene mutation and if it is related to the disease.
I enjoyed the speaker very much.
I was interested in the topic and
walked away with more information
in a topic I was already researching.
She was informative and explained
everything she talked about so that
we could fully understand it.

& mountaintop
re-mova I
KALEY JACKSON
ENGLISH 1105 WRITER

George Ella Lyon is a poet, writer,
teacher, activist, and eastern Kentucky native who visited Shawnee
as part of the Distinguished Lecture
Series to share her stance ·against
the mountaintop removal going
on in Appalachia. Ms. Lyon's presentation included a slide show of
pictures showing the mountains
affected by mountaintop removal
mining and its negative side effects
on homes and local residents such as
flooding and home destruction. She
also spoke of her time spent with
a group called Kentuckians for the

Commonwealth when she had the
opportunity to take a tour from land
and sky of a mountaintop removal
site in eastern Kentucky. Seeing
the miles upon miles of devastation
caused by mountaintop removal,
Ms. Lyons and others decided to
raise awareness by publishing a
book called Missing Mountain and
by putting a group together called
Public Outcry who produces CDs,
both of which spread the message
that we all need to do our part to
change our coal dependent ways to
save our mountains and earth.
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Christy Anderson suggests that student researchers
"have found a need in Portsmouth. It's time we fill it."
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Dr. Scott Douthet tells the crowd at the Celebration how his students analyzed
problems facing Portsmouth and presented possible solutions to the city.

Students see need in Portsmouth and want to help
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

abuse which leads to a poor education. The Portsmouth City Schools scored lower than
the state average in all but, one of the state indicators researcher Lauren Bassler said.
The researchers told the crowd of students, faculty and residents that the city needs
to be recharged. According to a survey conducted by Shawnee State University in 2007
municipal appearance is the number one issue in Portsmouth. Researcher Lauren Wright
said that of the 9,000 homes in Portsmouth, 48.7% are considered to be rental property.
The students found that many of the rentals are not maintained and the yards are not
kept clean. In 2011, more than 1,000 homes were unoccupied. Municipal appearance is
correlated to levels of crime, poverty and substance abuse. The city is becoming nationally known for its drastic decline the students reported.
"With us being college students, this is where we live even if it is only for a short
amount of time. So if you looking at these problems it strike close to home," Howard said.
Portsmouth needs to work together to fulfill the needs of this city. Several of the
solutions proposed by the students to Mayor Malone have been implemented. Shawnee
State and Portsmouth need to work together and fight these problems.
"We have found a need in Portsmouth. It's time we fill it," Anderson said.
Anderson pictures Portsmouth as the city it can be; the city it once was. To help with
the needed transformation she told about the Los Angeles Dream Center which has
been effective since it has been established in Echo Park in 1994.
In addition, business incubators and workshops could help entrepreneurs. Also,
grants such as the Rural Business Enterprise and U.S. Bancorp Foundation can help
businesses. The Rural Business Enterprise helps small and emerging rural businesses
and provides educational opportunities. The U.S. Bancorp Foundation develops cities
that have been destroyed through economic downfall and population decrease. A community recreation center can be established which would provide a safe and supervised

place for children to go after school. It can offer programs for tutoring, homework assistant, athletic activities, art, music or other activities to cater to the youth of Portsmouth.
"It was frustrating because the answers seemed so simple. For some reason the city
wasn't seeing the big picture but, they are starting to now so that's good," Wright said
of the research project.
Wright suggested an increase in property tax to those with the means to pay to bring
in more money for the city since, Portsmouth cannot afford the beautification that it
needs. An increase in property taxes can generate revenue from the landlords who she
said are partly responsible for the decay of the city. Mayor Malone recently implemented the students' suggestion that inmates could perform public services and clean up the
city. Within the first week ten tons of garbage was picked up. In addition, the students
recommended a $50 fee to rental owners per each rental property. According to Wright,
this will raise a total of over $250,000 per year. The city is considering a similar plan.
However, the residents of Portsmouth and the student body need to come together
the students said. The community needs to be able to work together in order to change.
Howard suggested allowing the university to grow into a college town. SSU makes up
one fourth of the city's population, so making the downtown more accessible to students
would be a great connection between the university and the community. She said this will
not only bring in business but, it will allow students a place to go on the weekends.
"The presentations were excellent and there were a lot of good points executed. In
reality the economic depression has a lot to do with many of these problems. It is more
complicated than it seems," Chris Smith, commissioner of the Portsmouth City Health
Department, said after the presentations.

Justin Gleim details "The Portsmouth Cocktail: the

Lauren Bassler said improving the look of the city and

Tara Howard discusses the rise and fall of

ruination of Portsmouth through the tip of a needle."

offering more recreation opportunities could reduce

Portsmouth as an All-American city.

crime and substance abuse.

Lauren Wright explains the broken windows

"My dream, is that our community is sustainable," said Franklin Wallbrown, presenter in

theory: municipal appearance and correlations

the session: "SSU and Scioto County, 25 years of celebration and collaboration: Building
a sustainable future and a unique classroom experience."

to crime, poverty and substance abuse.
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Preventing
Injury in
Athletes of
Extreme
Sports
DYLAN STEVENS,
STAFF REPORTER

Nicole Payton, Morgan Hall and Madison Rapp by their award-winning poster, "Puppet
Express" showing how puppets help young learners express thoughts and feelings.

PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

Kincaid explains phi
&Drummond
discusses the work
of Judy Chicago
SCHERA SAMPSON, STAFF REPORTER

Mary Kincaid, a senior transfer student studying photography, presented "Phi: The Golden Section." Freshman Kayla Drummond presented research on "Judy Chicago."
Kincaid talked about phi, pronounced "fee," and the divine proportion. This proportion is used
to create the golden triangle and golden rectangle. These will hold their proportion regardless of
the change. Kincaid also presented the golden spiral which has been proven by studies to draw
more eye movement Eye movement, as Kincaid explained, is equal to cognizance of the subject
being reviewed. Euclid was first to write about phi, but it was used in ancient Egypt and used in
Greek sculpture, as shown by Dorphyrus, which is completely made of golden rectangles. Leonardo's Vitruvian Man is also made of golden rectangles. Kincaid talked about how artists have
broken away from the perfection of the divine proportion and embraced a more abstract view.
Graphic designers have continued to embrace the golden spiral and golden proportion in their
production for its qualities of attracting the eye.
Drummond talked about Judy_ Chicago, an educator and a feminist_artist, whose art includes
paintings and glass work. Chicago was first a minimalist artist, who grew into her own style as
she developed her beliefs. As a minimalist, she explored spatial patterns. The 1970s saw Chicago
create artworks about race, class, and sexual orientation. One of her famous controversial works
of art is The Dinner Party where the plates were made to look like vaginas. Chicago felt strongly
about the fact that in art there was no show of female power, all power was shown by males. She
then started the Birth Project that shows the beauty and power of females giving birth. As a Jewish
woman, she also set out to do the Holocaust

Attitude·s &
•
•
mot1vat1on
towards
education and
societal growth
ALEX HOLCOMB, STAFF REPORTER

Abby Teske gave her senior seminar presentation about motivation and attitude in the classroom and why it is so important. To start off her presentation,
she did an "ice breaker" activity with the audience that also went along with
her topic. She had us all stand up in the class and she asked us three different
questions that we had to answer by turning and facing one side of the room
or the other. Abby gave us a couple examples of motivation such as intrinsic,
which is in the student that makes them want something, or extrinsic, which
is a reward such as candy or a trophy that motivates a student. She had gathered data using her own students which was really cool. Then, the topic of
standardized tests came up too and she made a great point about everyone
being so negative about them. If the students hear all the time from parents,
teachers, and other students about how dumb the tests are then they won't
have the motivation to do well on them and will have the wrong attitude going into them. Education is important for a functional society in the future,
and that all of it depends on the students attitudes in the classroom. "If the
body can't live without the mind, then society can't live without education,"
Teske

Dr. Karen Greiner is an experienced
researcher who has traveled the globe
experimenting with several different
researching techniques. Listening
to Dr. Greiner's speech came at the
perfect time since I am working on a
research project in English 1105.

Dr. Karen Greiner
provides some
ointers for
etter research

C

NATALIE MCCAIN, ENGLISH 1105 WRITER

Karen Greiner, Post-Doctoral Scholar

Charles Brohard presented a
seminar based on the prevention of
injury in athletes of extreme sports
such as inline skating, skateboarding, and bicycle motocross. He
showed the audience some of the
actions and demonstrations that
could be done in those sports. Brohard gave well based statistics on
each sport and the possible injuries
that could occur in the sport. Also,
he pointed out which bones and areas in the body were more likely to
get hurt or injured. To prevent and
reduce the risk of injury it involves
using proper equipment. Through
wearing the right equipment, the
rate of injuries decreased significantly. Strengthening of the bones
and muscles that are needed to
participate in these sports reduced
the injury rate as well. A simple
exercise each day could easily drop
the rate of injuries he said showing
many different types of exercises.

With my project in mind, I took careful note
of Dr. Greiner's tips for great research. The
points that jumped out to me were 1.) actually take part in the research, and 2.) taking

pictures will enrich research. Although taking pictures can't be done with my project for
privacy reasons, I thought this tip could really
help me in further research assignments.
As far as physically taking part in the research, this can be accomplished in my project
by going out into the work field and talking
with mental health professionals.
Another point that Dr. Greiner mentioned in
her speech was that students need to take full
advantage of the money that many schools are
willing to provide for in-depth research studies.
Having money along with a person who is passionate about what he/she is researching, I truly
believe life-changing research will take place.
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Andrea Bod mer, presented on breast cancer in Appalachia; Jenifer Shipley
discussed Medicare and Medicaid; and Emily Kowalski explained her
experiment research on memory and distraction.
PHOTOS BY CHRONICLE STAFF

2012 Celebration of
Scholarship
Library Poster Award
for Best References

ShawnTamba
Faculty Mentor : Larry Miller
"Effects of Non-Wrapping Polymer Treatment on Injection Molded Nylon-6/Carbon Nano Composites:
Mechanical Properties"

Gary Gemmer Poster Award

Morgan Hall, Madison Rapp, and Nicole Payton
Faculty Mentor: Deborah Dunning
"Puppet Express"

S.S.U.R.A. Poster Award

Jami Turrill, Edwina Thomas, and Mae Pizer
Faculty Mentor: Neil Evans
"Patellofemoral Pain Syndrome"

Deans' Award Winner
2012 Celebration of Scholarship

Keri Boyce
Miranda Cremeens
Bethany Heidenreich
Allison Hurley
Emily Kowalski
Leslie A. Mingee
Bethany Sayre-Penix
ShawnTamba
Abby Teske

Trustees' Award Winner
Stephanie Days
Mentor: Nick Meriwether
"Evolution and Normativity"

Library Research Award Winner

(award was presented by Connie Salyers)
Jessica Waugh
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Motion
Elementary
•
capture in education
the medical ideas
field

The Chronicle
welcomes Letters to
the Editor and guest
columns. Opinions
expressed in letters
and columns are
entirely the opinions
of the writers and
do not necessarily
reflect the opinion
of The Chronide, or
Shawnee State Uni•
verslty. The Chronicle
reserves the write
to edit letters and
columns for clarity.
length and grammar.
This public space is
provided for a civil
discourse on issues
and ideas important
to our democratic
society. If you would
like us to consider
your letter for pub!~
cation, please include
your name, street
address and phone
number. Letters and
columns may be
emailed to editor@
ssuchronicle.com, or
mailed to:

Tile Chronkle940
Second Street Portsmouth, OH 45662

TIMOTHY LARGE, ENGLISH 1105 WRITER

KYLE AMOS, ENGLISH 1105 WRITER

This will be a summary of Brittany Shaffer's presentation, Medical Motion Capture. Motion capture
technology, or mocap for short, is the digital recording of real-world movements. This is generally done
through use of LEDs or other target points attached to
a real-world actor. Cameras monitor the targets on the
actor during a performance, and then save the tracked
motion into a digital 3D space. Through this technology,
digital models and avatars can be manipulated to mimic
natural movements. Mocap is typically used to generate high-quality animations for the film and video game
industries. However, Brittany's presentation explains a
different practical application of this new technology.
In her research, Brittany found that mocap technology can be used for a wide variety of applications in
the medical field. One of the most predominant of these
applications is the use of mocap to ensure quality of
medical prosthesis. Before a patient undergoes surgery
such as hip or leg replacement, it may be possible to plot
motions of posture, gate, and other critical movements
in day-to-day life in order to compare with post-op plots.
By comparing actual records of movement before and
after srngery, changes in quality of motion are more apparent, and any tweaks that need to be made can be made
more accurately. Another medical application for mocap
is the use of this new technology to track a physical therapy patient's progress over time.
Mocap can quantify any improvement made, and adjustments can be made to better target the therapy. It will
be interesting to see where this technology goes in the
coming years.

Researchers Leeth and Barlowe, and Kenny Livingston
and Ashley Sanders discussed elementary education and
the new and different ways to teach kids on how to grasp
topics. These ideas proved to be influential to students that
were below the other students. The presentations focused
on children in grades 1-6 in either Portsmouth-West or
New Boston schools. The presenters focused on usually
3-6 children that were below-average compared to the
other students in the class.
The primary focus of learning was reading, writing, and
math and using different teaching methods to help children read and work word problems. These two were the
main methods because teachers worry about the OM test
coming up in April. The presenters spent time with the students, normally one or two days a week for 30 minutes.
They brought learning games while another group used the
ReadNaturally program. Both methods helped students improve, doubling their abilities, while some even tripled.
While the presenters' choices did work for a small
group of children, I have doubts about how it would
work on a larger scale. The ReadNaturally program I
believe would work at a large scale level, which was the
intended use of it. It gives students little stories to read
and helps them to understand key words in the story so
that they remember how to read the words later on. With
the games though, one teacher trying to monitor around
30 students trying to play them would lose the games
worth. Teachers are not given the time to teach in that
way so they have to generalize education. This allows
some of the difficult learners fall behind. That is a major
problem in the U.S., we push and prepare are students
for a test, not for learning. Teachers are forced to teach
what is on the test and they are not given the time to really show how the idea works.

Jessica Baumgardner and Ashley
Hamilton, early child care
specialists, before their poster
about the powerful effects of
music on children's ability to learn.
PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF
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The Club-In
invites students
to join the fun
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A REVIEW BY BIANCA GREENE, STAFF REPORTER

The Club In was an event for students to learn about the different clubs at
Shawnee State University. Many students showed up and had fun. Jeremy
Grimes and Courtney Flint, of the Dragon Crawlers, welcomed students
with open arms by showing books like the "Dungeons and Dragons Players
Book" and "Promethean." I also came across the International Club where
I got the chance to meet students from around the world. I had the honor of
meeting Alina Dashkewitz, from Russia and Abraham Mlat, from Africa. '
They talked about different ways of studying abroad. For these two, coming to Shawnee was not as much of culture shock as they thought it would
be. Dashkewitz showed me on the map where her country was located and
where she lived. I was shocked to see her come all this way from home.
The last club that I thought was interesting was the Sororities. Students
had so much fun watching the guys shave their heads to raise money for a
children's foundation.
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ZACK BURTON, STAFF REPORTER

Out of pure interest, on Friday, March. 23, I attended the first showing of an apparently
annual tradition here at Shawnee State-a benefit production of Eve Ensler's The Vagina
Monologues. In a completely honest, exaggeration-free way, I can proclaim that I have
never seen anything performed quite like it.

Jeremy Grimes standing next to Courtney Flint welcome
students to join The Dragon Crawlers Club.

The Sororities : Josh Kelly gets his hair shaved by Kevin Hobbs
and Brody Chamberlin. The Sorority was raising money for the
children's foundation.

The International Club members Abraham Mlat and Alina
Dashkewitz show students where their country is located on
the map.

The \.bgina Monologues defies review. It defies just
about everything. If you take the time to Google "The
Vagina Monologues," you'll notice that just about every
ideological gro~feminist, social conservative, Southern
Baptist, etc.-has something to say about it You'll also notice that the "something to say'' usually isn't positive.
Monologues, as its name suggests, is a two-part series
of verbose speeches, all delivered by women, recollecting various female experiences and the eponymous body
part. There's 18 presentations altogether, and they all last
for varying amounts of time. I could say that's all there is
to it and I'd be completely right.
However, when we're part of a culture where "vagina" is a taboo word and women still are stuck behind
numerous emotional stereotypes, the simple things
Monologues manages to do have power. Nothing I have
ever experienced before has the power to do what this
play did to me even as I watched it. I'm not saying my
emotions were deeply touched the entire time. I felt a
whole plethora of emotion: sadness, joy, anger, offense,
utter disgust, and pure, laughing-so-hard-you're-afraidyou-might-experience-a-hernia amusement.
There's no doubt that Monologues is absolutely hilarious. When it's trying to be funny, it's an excellent play.
When it tries other things ... it falls short a little. But I'll
get to that later.
The performances are what make Monologues truly
shine. Put on by the Shawnee State University Women's
Center, the play is performed by 16 women who relate in
varying ways to the Shawnee community. Whether she's
reading off a card, speaking from memory, or just yelling about vaginas, each speaker performs expertly and
brings something completely unique to. the play.
The first half consists of 10 monologues, which, in
general, range from lighthearted to downright hysterical.
For example: Shelly Michael delivers a speech on the
importance of pubic hair that is both enlightening and
funny. Lori McNelly's unabashed reading style enhances
"The Flood," a slightly discomforting (but equally humorous) about first orgasms. Mallory Saltsman tells a
refreshing story about one man's appreciation of his
girlfriend's vagina. The first half ends on a much darker
note, with Kat Collins reading ''What If I Told You I Did
Not Have a Vagina," a frightening story of one woman's
disillusionment with sexuality after being raped.
After a 15-minute intermission featuring pretzels,
Kool-Aid, and little vagina-related souvenirs out in the
hall, I reenter the ballroom to be immediately assailed by
a ranting Velma Brehm discussing the annoying qualities
of tampons in ''My Angry Vagina." Another hilarious
monologue ensues.

I'm not sure if Eve Ensler intended this when she wrote
her play, but it appears as if the first half is pleasant and
enjoyable simply to keep your interest when the second
half commences. Unlike the first half, the second half just
isn't good. When it tries to be funny, it gets off with a cluster of awkward laughs. When it tries to be serious, it only
squeezes out a couple of frightened stares. The performers
do wonderfully, but what they're saying just isn't. .. right.
All the jokes, gags, tender moments, and quiet voices
seem forced; one monologue, in fact, contradicts the entire moral the play's trying to put together.
Following "My Angry Vagina," Catherine Miller
reads "My Vagina Was My Village," a hideous description of gang rape that immediately left a bad taste in my
mouth. Hoping for a palette-cleanser, I was then treated
to "The Little Coochie Snorcher That Could," the story
of a 16-year-old girl who, after being sexually abused for
most of her life, finds sexual "freedom" in the loins of a
24-year-old woman.
Wait, what? In the first half, two skits are specifically devoted to attacking the notion of rape. "My Vagina Was My
Village" is purposefully graphic and distrnbing in order to
convince me that rape is horrible. In fact, the $10 admission
I paid to see the play benefits the Southern Ohio Domes~c Violence Shelter, an organization that helps prevent
rape and sexual violence. However, ''1he Little Coochie
Snorcher That Could" is going to try and convince me that
statutory rape between two females is perfectly alright? All
of a sudden, I'm doubting this play's credibility. I'm angry.
I'm angry that such a wonderful performance is being ruined by this self-contradictory nonsense.
After that, the rest of the second half doesn't do much
better. "Snowflakes," read by Crystal Carver in a bizarrely
adorable voice, depicts an interview with a six-year-old
girl about her vagina, which "smells like snowflakes."
"The Woman Who Loved to Make Vaginas Happy," while
expertly read by Angela Bell, includes a long series of
staged sexual moans that are more awkward than actually
humorous. Finally, Connie Stoner performs "I Was There
in the Room," a story about birth that is more gruesome
than touching, and Aimee Taylor reads a beautiful poem
about the role of women around the world.
Now that it's over and I'm looking back on it, I can
say for sure that Monologues was a thought-provoking,
powerful play. However, the play itself, self-contradictory and almost like feminist potty humor, wasn't that
great. It was the performances, all done by brilliant,
skilled women, that truly made the play so thought-provoking and powerful.
Will I see it again next year? Absolutely. Will I stay
for the second half? Maybe
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Portsmouth Little Theatre:

The Big Picture

Board member Jason Chaney working on the music for Annie.

Portsmouth is a unique place for the arts. With establishments like the Boneyfiddle Arts
Center and the Vern Riffe Center for the Arts thriving, a cultural shift is happening and
this town is well on its way to a Renaissance. Arts help bring about an enriched society;
they help people step outside of their own perspective and see the world through different
mediums. Whether it be a painting, a song or a play; the arts are an ever important function
for balance in a modem community. George Bernard Shaw once said, "Without art, the
crudeness of reality would make the world unbearable."
, The problem with the modem age is that with so
many arts from all over the world at your fingertips, it is
easier to pass up what is happening five to ten minutes
away. For example, The Portsmouth Little Theatre is a
local hub of art that could benefit from some young, college age attention. They have been around since 1948
and they do a full season every year. Perfonnances
range from musicals to dark dramas and everything in
between. Currently, they are busy putting on a production of the classic musical Annie. President of the PLT,
Michael Stapleton and board member Jason Chaney discussed their experiences and their visions for the future
of the Little Theatre.
Stapleton is a crucial piece of the PLT puzzle. He has
been a part of the little theatre since high school and has
been in over or apart of around 40 productions. He once
studied under Vivian Robson at Shawnee and said he has
respect for the college's theatre program.
Stapleton is interested in bringing theatre to Portsmouth
that portrays real life. He wants to turn the theatre season
into more thought provoking, meaningful productions
and to shy away from the fluff where everyone goes
home happy.
"Real life is not razzle-dazzle magic, why should theatre be?" Stapleton said.
In his professional life, Stapleton is a school psychologist. He has seen kindergarteners with stress disorders
and children whose parents have committed suicide in
front of them. In his field, he sees broken families and
he believes that life-has a very ugly side. He said theatre
should portray this to educate the community about what
life can really be like.
·
His goals with the PLT, he stated, "My goal as president this year is to rebuild bridges. I try to be at every
arts endeavor around." Stapleton see performances at
Shawnee, Cirque D' Art, high school and in Ashland.
"I feel like as president, if the board isn't showing

support for the other community arts, why would they
want to work with us. I'm just trying to build that connection and it is starting to work. We work very well
with a lot of the high schools. We lend out props, talents;
we take care of a lot of the lighting and anything in that
nature. We are very open and we want the community to
know that we are here to serve them in any capacity that
we can," Stapleton said.
Board member Chaney said that his true role is to do
whatever needs done. He is currently the music director
for Annie. He has been a part of the PLT for 10 years and
he is edging on being a part of 25 productions.
Oonly three people on the board have been there longer than Chaney. It is made up of fourteen people and
most of them are younger and in line with Stapleton's
and Chaney's vision of pushing the limits. The Little
Theatre has a strong future, Chaney said.
"I think we are at a crossroads right now. A lot of our
season ticket holders, which is how we get our money
upfront for the year and run the theatre, are older and
passing away. They are not being replaced. The younger
generation isn't interested in being holders. They want
it here and now. I think focusing on producing good
quality shows and filling a house is more important than
focusing on setting up a season and getting people to buy
up front. Young people don't see the value in that."
The focus of the board is to attract younger, college
aged attendees and perfonners. That is one major reason
they want to reach out to Shawnee State. Chaney would
also like to see bridges built between all the other arts
groups in Portsmouth. He thinks art has become more
prominent in the last ten years and that Portsmouth is on
an upswing. In his opinion, the community just needs to
work together.
The Portsmouth Little Theatre is one part of a bigger
picture that is art in Portsmouth.

Theatre President Michael Stapleton discussing
his current play Annie on stage.
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Indulge in a cultural change
AMY SALVATORE, CHRONICLE EDITOR

How would you like to learn a foreign language? Learn about another culture first
hand, and study in a different university?
Travel across the world with CIPA, Center
for International Programs and Activities,
by studying abroad! By studying abroad
one is able to learn a foreign language, as
well as a new culture and become completely immersed in a new lifestyle. Be
independent and stand out; take advantage
of this opportunity. It could change one another's life and make one realize what we
all take for granted here in America.
IMAGE PROVIDED BYWWW.TALKNERDY2ME.ORG

The CIPA offers great study abroad programs in five
countries through seven Sister Universities. Shawnee
State's Sister Universities are located in Spain, Germany,
China, Chile and Morocco. In addition, there are study
abroad programs available through other study abroad
providers such as KIIS, Kentucky Institute for International Studies, and ISEP Direct, International Student
Exchange Program. Both KIIS and ISEP Direct focus
on studying abroad, long term and short term. ISEP Direct has 56 universities in thirty-one countries and KIIS
offers 20 study abroad destinations. These programs
allow students to have more study abroad options than
their home institution, Shawnee State, provides. With
these programs Shawnee students can spend the summer
abroad, which is not an option available through SSU's
Sister Universities.
Studying abroad does not cost as much as one may
think. Most of CIPAs programs are the same cost as attending Shawnee for a semester; Financial Aid packages
are applied through the same process. Also, there are
scholarships available specifically for students who study
abroad such as the Benjamin A. Gilman scholarship.

"Do not be afraid to study abroad because of the distance, cost, or different culture. When you study abroad,
culture shock is bound to happen, but it is easy to overcome, one must embrace the new culture and not be
afraid or judgmental," Jasmin TIiford, student at SSU,
said.
The experiences one has from studying abroad are
priceless and life changing. Many students who have
done so would most definitely encourage this opportunity. Jasmin TIiford is a senior here at Shawnee with a
major in International Relations and a minor in marketing. TIiford was fortunate enough to be able to study
abroad at Al Akhawayn University in the Middle Atlas
Mountains of Ifrane, Morocco. She stepped outside of
her comfort zone in which she traveled and interacted
with the Moroccan students.
"At first, I had to get adjusted to living in a different
counny, and a Muslim counny at that. I am a food fanatic so it was hard for me to not have Chipotle, Jersey
Mikes, and Subway, and all of my other favorite places
to eat," TIiford said. "Once I changed my mindset and
really opened my eyes I realized all the things that I

missed about America would be there when I got back."
Also, studying abroad can be beneficial to a student in
several different ways.
"No matter what your major is, I believe studying
abroad can benefit you and make you more marketable
in comparison to your peers," Tilford said. "Approximately 4% of college students in the United States study
abroad, which is a very small percentage, especially in
comparison to other countries. Studying abroad will not
only help you professionally, and academically, it will
also help you personally."
In order to study abroad at one of SSU's Sister Universities a student must submit an application by April
1st. Before requesting an application, please request and
submit the srudy abroad interest form. E-mail CIPA at
StudyAbroad@shawnee.edu to request the study abroad
interest form, as well as the study abroad application and
address any other question regarding studying abroad.
You can also contact the CIPA office via telephone at
740-351-3127 or 740-351-3136.

Piles of paper, worry librarians,
will stack up during Earth Week
JOSEPH PRATT
STAFF REPORTER

IMAGE PROVIDED BYWWW.CITYOFOBERUN.COM

"We want to make students stop
and wonder if they are contributing
to the waste."

Pounds and pounds of paper waste stacks
up at the Clark Memorial Library each
month, and this concerns Connie Salyers,
director of the Library. As part of Earth
Day events on campus, Salyers is hosting an awareness event about paper waste.
Salyers is no stranger to the environmental,
neo holiday, she can even recall celebrating the first ever celebration back on March
21, 1970. Salyers is constantly aware of paper waste, due to the library's five printers
that can be accessed by any Shawnee State
student. This year she is stepping up, along
with the systems librarian, Janet Stewart,
and putting the waste on display and making it visible for all to see.
"We're hosting an earth week event to spread awareness of student waste that is produced here in the library
and we want to recognize this by collecting all of the paper waste of one month and putting it on display for the
students to see just how much gets wasted," Salyers said.

The problem has been an ongoing one for Salyers and
the rest of the library staff and this year they have decided to take action.
"We have been discussing doing something like this
for years. We see the waste that is ongoing from our five
printers and it is crazy. This year we decided to showcase the waste in conjunction of the earth day/week
celebrations. We want to make students stop and wonder
if they are contributing to the waste," Salyers said.
Stewart is the systems librarian who normally works
with the library's computers and printers. She is the
person who is mostly surrounded by the impact of the
waste, and wants to offer simple solutions for students
to save paper while they work in the library.
"We see a lot of waste every day and a lot of the mistakes are common errors that people do not mean to
happen. Students can stop a lot of the waste by hitting
print preview, seek assistance at the desk before hitting
print multiple times, and start saving more documents
on jump drives or on the cloud," Stewart said.
Stewart not only wants to help spread awareness, but
welcome solutions from the student body as well.
"We obviously don't have a decent solution, because
we haven't been able to do anything about the waste.
My idea was to put up a whiteboard in the library where
students could post solutions and ideas to help reduce
consumption and waste. So we will be placing it near
the entrance and by our paper stacks for srudents to
share their thoughts," Stewart said.
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Player Sampson shares
behind the scenes thoughts:

Road to Frankfort

SCHERA SAMPSON, STAFF REPORTER

Alex Pohl jogging down the floor as Shawnee State takes on University of Cumberlands.

The devastation of your season ending is hard to describe. It is hard to express to your
teammates or coaches, even though they share the same feelings. It is hard to express to
a loved one, because sometimes they just cannot understand. It is hard to express within
yourself sometimes, breeding disbelief and despair. Despite this devastation, as a team we
must press f01:ward, and look at the past year in a positive light.
One of the most meaningful parts of the national
tournamentJor the .Lady Bears was the committed support of our fans. There were parents, Golden Bears, and
supporters in a Shawnee section even at the 8:30 a.m.
game. They were there early, they cheered loud, and the
waited on and congratulated every player on the team.
They were undying in their effort to show their love, and
it was appreciated during both games. We were able to
get to the Sweet 16 game, and though we did not play
well, we were able to accomplish a task that everyone
is proud of and that we should be proud of as a team.
With the graduation of Abby Ballman, who garnished
1st Team All-American honors, we will have a big void
to fill in our team. But with players like Alannah Sheets,
who garnished honorable mention All-American honors,
Alex Pohl, who was consistently getting double-doubles
in points and rebounds, Allison Nagle, who shot 35%
from behind the arc, and a coaching staff completely
committed to our success, I am confident in my team's
ability to go win the National Championship next year.
With some difficult adjustments made to the starting
lineup to try and fill the hole left from the Lady Bears
basketball team missing leader Abby Ballman, the team
beat Rio Grande and Lindsey Wilson to reach the University of the Cumberlands in the championship game of
the Mid-South Conference tournament.
The games against Rio and Lindsey Wilson were
competitive games, with different players stepping up at
clutch times to help the Lady Bears get to victory. Alan- ·
nab Sheets, a sophomore from West Vrrginia, was a key
scorer and had helped the team all year. Even though_
Sheets had not played point guard since high school, we
depended on her as our starting point guard in a winor-go-home situation. Allison Nagle saw an increase in
minutes, and stepped up to be the starting shooting guard
and had great production. The entire team grew closer
and fought through losing our downed leader to get to
the championship game. We had split the season series
with Cumberlands 1-1, and consider them a rival team.
While Shawnee State did not come out victorious because of self-inflicted mistakes, growth as a team came
from this first trip to Frankfort, KY.
The next week, while the rest of the student population
at Shawnee was at spring break, the women's basketball
team was here, working, practicing, and anticipating
the release of the national tournament brackets. We had
some good practices, and great team dinners. As a team,
we had seven days to correct any deficiencies we might
have going into the national tournament. During this

time and during the conference tournament, Ballman
had been making appointments, seeing her doctor, and
had been told several things regarding her playing another game of her senior year. Ballman shocked us all when
she was given a brace instead of a hard cast and was
told she could play in the national tournament. So, while
the Lady Bears prepared over spring break, Ballman was
doing rehabilitating exercises for her forearm and wrist.
Ballman was dribbling with her arm, two weeks postsurgery, and was back in practices with the team in no
time. The night the tournament brackets dropped, practice buzzed with questions about our seeding and what
time the brackets would be available.
When Coach Matt Jenkins came down to the floor
with the bracket in hand, practiced stopped, we were
all ready to see who our next adversary would be, and
our seeding. We were a number two seed going into the
tournament facing William Woods University out of
Missouri to open the tournament. We packed our bags
and left that Monday for our 8:30 a.m. game on Wednesday morning. Tuesday evening, we went to the NAIA
National Tournament banquet on the campus of Kentucky State University.
After the banquet, we watched some final film on
William Woods and prepared to go to bed early, since
we had to rise by 6:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning. We
came out against William Woods ready to play. We had
our senior point guard back in the starting line-up, three
weeks after surgery, which provided a huge motivating
factor for us. We beat William Woods, a number seven
seed, 68-47, and had an excellent performance from all
our players. Next, we were to face the defending national
champions, Azusa Pacific University, out of California,
at a 9:30 a.m. game on Friday. We played a hard fought
game, but did poorly rebounding, and lost to APU 67-61.
Coming home after losing earlier than you expected
is one of the toughest situations of basketball. There is
an empty feeling that cannot be filled. It is still difficult
to focus on school when you know that you shouldn't
be in a class because you should have been playing. It is
hard to be cheerful with others when you are still upset
about a loss. We used each other to help pull ourselves
up and we have started open gym with a determination to
get better every time we are on the court. The Sweet 16
loss did nothing but make us hungrier. We are fighters,
we fought all kinds of adversity as a team this year, and

Abby Ballman taking the ball up the floor for a fast break lay-up.

we are actively chasing our goal of cutting down the nets
and sizing for our national championship ring.

Alannah Sheets shooting a 3-pointer from the corner.
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Shawnee's Women's Basketball Team
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''We were disappointed because we should have won
that game," Junior forward Catrice Mitchell said.
The loss ended a great career from senior Abby Ballman. Ballman who was injured in the last game of the
season versus Rio Grande played in the National Tournament regardless. Ballman was the lone senior on the
team and finished with a career 1,410 points which is
seventh overall in the all-time roster list.
"It was Ballman's last game and we all felt like we
could have had a better outcome of that game against
Azusa," Mitchell said.
With the loss, Shawnee State was unable to repeat a Fab
Four appearance from a year ago, but the Bears are already
thinking forward for next year. With only Ballman graduating, the Bears are returning four starters, Tabby McKinney,
Schera Sampson, Alannah Sheets and Alex Pohl.

The Shawnee State women's basketball team ended their
season on March 26 against (12) Azusa Pacific University
in the second round of the NAIA Division I National
Tournament in Frankfort, KY. The Bears who finished the
season 28-6 overall and 14-2 in the Mid-South Conference
lost 67-61 ending their season.

Leading scorer from this year, Sheets, who averages
14.46 points a game, shot 33 percent from 3-point range
and shot 158-416 on the year, has a career-high of 24
points and eight rebounds.
Pohl, the second leading scorer for the Bears averaged
13.18 points a game. She had career highs of 25 points
against Oklahoma Christian on Dec. 12, 2011 and pulled
down an impressive 24 rebounds against Rio Grande in
this year's MSC Tournament.
Sampson, who transferred from Round Rock, TX
showcased Shawnee State with a taste of what is waiting
for next year. Sampson averaged 13.03 points a game in
19 games this year. She scored a career high 23 points
twice on the year and has a career high 11 points.
McKinney has career highs of 16 points and 13 rebounds as she is a tough defender.

Other returnees for the Bears are Allison Nagle who
had a career high 13 points against Rio Grande in the
MSC Tournament with Ballman out because of injury.
Kassidy Hardgrove, Kayla Wiley who will be one of the
six seniors, Erin Dailey, Tristan Rumfield who will be
coming back from a season-ending injury, sharp shooting
Rachael Young, Devan Scarl>erry and Catrice Mitchell.
"I probably did not do my best this season because of
my knees but that did not stop me from at least nying to
do my best," Mitchell said.
Shawnee State will have six seniors next year and
two juniors. The team will look to not only win the
conference for the second time in three years, but win a
National Championship for the first time since 1999.
"The sky is the limit and we will see next year what
happens," Mitchell said.

Dunfee prepares for Going mad in March
last baseball season
JACOB DOROW, CHRONICLE EDITOR

JORDAN MAIER, STAFF REPORTER

Every baseball savvy mind knows
that pitching is key for a successful team. All great teams throughout
history had a great pitching staff.
Senior pitcher Austin Dunfee comes
into the equation as a top starter for
the Bear's baseball team. Under his
wing, he looks to lead the Bears to
the NAIA World Series.
"Making the National Tournament for the
first time in 11 years last year, I'm looking for
us to take our success and work hard in the
off-season and put it together to be the best we
can be," said Dunfee.
Dunfee is entering his senior season under
51h year head coach, Ted Tom. He is looking to
letter for the fourth consecutive season. A lot
of leadership has been put on Dunfee's shoulders as he is one of the two players remaining
on the Shawnee State baseball team to letter
for the fourth consecutive season.

"Being one of the few fourth year players, I
knew I had to assume a leadership role," said
Dunfee. "I try to set an example every day for
our younger guy to show them how work ethic
is important for success"
As a sophomore, Dunfee worked to be the
number two pitcher for the Bears. His success
throughout the 2010 season earned him a spot on
the first team All-Conference team. As a junior,
he started the season as a closer and ended as a
starter. He has returned for the 2012 season in the
leader of earned run average in the 2011 season.
"I expect nothing short of a World Series
berth," said Dunfee. "The team has made tremendous strides the past few years and we are
still climbing."
The 1-2 punch between Dunfee and senior
pitcher Alex Taku gives the Bears the confidence they need to compete among the best in
the nation. The Bears are currently mid-way
through the season with a 25-20 mark and
10-8 in the Mid-South Conference.
"It will be a good experience to play tough
teams early to see where we stand," said Dunfee. "This is prepares us for the conference
and post season competition."

It was that time again in March when
you are inches away !rom your TY,
palms and forehead are sweating
as either your favorite team or the
team you picked to move on is in
trouble for an improbable upset.

If you are one of the millions of people who
filled out a bracket after Selection Sunday you
know what I am taking about. Every year there
seems to be an underdog that makes a run in the
tournament and busts everyone perfect bracket.
In 2006 we saw George Mason and 11-seed
make it to the final four beating power houses such as Michigan State, North Carolina,
Wichita State and Connecticut.
We also saw Horizon League Butler University make it to the National Championship
game two years in a row in 2010 when they
lost to Duke and in 2011 losing to Connecticut.
VCU also made it to the Final Four in 2011
making them the third 11-seed overall to ever
make a final four appearance.
This year is no different as we have already
seen a number of bracket busters. No. 12 VCU
beat out No. 5 Wichita St, No. 11 defeated No.
6 UNLV. We also saw two No. 15 seeds defeat

two No. 2 seeds in Lehigh beating Duke and
Norfolk State beating Missouri.
It just seems to be an every year ritual that the
underdog takes on the powerhouse and there
always is a team that shocks the nation. Annually there is that underdog that you wished
you picked when originally filled out your own
bracket but went with goliath instead.
As the March Madness ended April 2,
around 11:30 p.m. the clear favorite and number one overall seed, University of Kentucky
was the last team standing. The Wildcats were
the clear favorites from the beginning with a
starting lineup of four possible five players
jumping the NBA.
Anthony Davis who won AP player of the
year (only the second freshman to ever do so)
also won the Most Outstanding Player in the
National Championship game becoming only
the fourth player of all-time to accomplish that
feature. Davis is expected to be the first name
called out in the NBA draft later in the year.
While the tournament ended and millions of
brackets being busted because of underdogs
such as the likes of Ohio University, Norfolk
State, Lehigh, VCU, North Carolina State and
others taking down the goliaths, just remember the Madness begins again next year.

